
Apprentices of Jesus
Sanctification: A Holy Life



1 Peter 1:13-16 (NIV)

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set 

your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 

Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, 

do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived 

in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be 

holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: 

“Be holy, because I am holy.”



The Process of Holiness

I. Our Holy God

II. Our Holy God Makes Us Holy

III. Our Holy God Makes Us Holy,             
So We Can Become Holy



Holiness Defined

• Exalted or worthy of complete devotion as one 
perfect in goodness and righteousness

• Devoted entirely to god or the work of god

• Having divine quality; sacred

• OT – qadash; NT – hagios



I. Our Holy God



Isaiah 6:1-5 (NIV)

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each 

with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 

feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 

filled with smoke.

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”



God’s Holiness

Incomparable

• Exodus 15:11

• 1 Samuel 2:2

• Psalm 77:13

• Psalm 86:8-10

• Isaiah 40:25

Perfectly Righteous
• Deuteronomy 32:4
• 2 Samuel 22:31
• Psalm 18:30
• Psalm 11:7
• Psalm 145
• Isaiah 5:16
• Isaiah 25:1
• Mark 10:18
• Romans 12:2



II.Our Holy God 
Makes Us Holy



Isaiah 6:6-7 (NIV)

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his 

hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it 

he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”



Hebrews 12:14 (NIV)

Make every effort to live in peace with 

everyone and to be holy; without holiness no 

one will see the Lord.



Isaiah 57:15 (NIV)

For this is what the high and exalted One says— he who lives 

forever, whose name is holy:

“I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is 

contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly     

and to revive the heart of the contrite.”



John 17:16-19 (NIV)

“They are not of the world, even as I am not of 

it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 

truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent 

them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify 

myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”



Colossians 2:13-15 (NIV)

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he 

has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having 

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.



Hebrews 10:8-14 (NIV)

First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not 

desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance 

with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside 

the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through 

the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again 

he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest 

had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 

and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one 

sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.



III.Our Holy God Makes Us 

Holy, So We Can      
Become Holy



Luke 14:25-27, 33 (NIV)

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he 

said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their 

own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever 

does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple...

33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything 

you have cannot be my disciples.



John 12:23-26 (NIV)

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 

and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 

many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone 

who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant 

also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.



Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 

mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not 

conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.



Personal Holiness

• What rivals have you pitted against the 
unrivaled God?

• Do you recognize how inadequate these 
“gods” are next to the holy God?



Romans 6:11-14 (NIV)

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 

Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so 

that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to 

sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to 

God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer 

every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 

For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under 

the law, but under grace.



Personal Holiness

Overcoming sin’s reign requires:

1. Conviction

2. Commitment

3. Holy Spirit



Collective Holiness

Distinct from the world:

• God’s Word is our source for truth

• Humility

• Purity

• Generosity



Discussion Questions
1. What idols/rivals do you allow in your heart to compete with God’s 

rightful place as lord of your life?  How can you better guard against this 
idol/rival overtaking God as lord of your life? 

2. Christians often refer to the phrase, “God hates the sin but loves the sinner.”  
How have we as a church minimized the “God hates the sin” part of this 
phrase?  What actions can we take to collectively pursue holiness more as a 
church?

3. Discuss a sinful habit or mindset that has been especially hard for you to break 
or unlearn.  What has helped you make progress in overcoming this sinful 
habit or mindset?  How can you find the balance of relying on the Holy Spirit 
for help, while still taking personal responsibility for growth? 


